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T
he NSPCC is partnering with 
Masterpiece London this year  
for its third Art Gala, following 
previous successful fundraisers  

in London themed around the genres of 
Surrealism and Pop Art. This year’s event 
will raise vital money for the NSPCC, 
supporting children across the UK affected 
by abuse, by funding a range of therapies 
including ‘play therapy’. Masterpiece 
magazine talked to furniture and  
interior designer Francis Sultana about  
his involvement with the charity, and his 
excitement about creating a Neo-Romantic 
extravaganza for this year’s Fair.

How did the idea of art fundraisers for  
the NSPCC come about?
It was an idea I had four years ago with  
the Rebuilding Childhoods Voluntary 
Board of the NSPCC – that we should  
do a very luxurious fundraising event.  
A lot of the board had contemporary art 
connections and, with my experiences  
as an interior designer, I really liked the 
idea of having a theme, and doing a more 
historical kind of party. That’s why we 
started creating events based on different 
art movements. They’re an inspiration  
for people to dress up – and for me to 
decorate the event.

This year’s Gala has a ‘Neo-Romantic’ 
theme. What should guests expect?
Guests expect a lot from these events,  
so the stakes are high! I’m looking at  
the Neo-Romantic theme from post-
Second World War right up until the  
1980s – so from the Cecil Beaton and 
Oliver Messel feel to Boy George and 
Duran Duran. The dining room for the  
Gala dinner will be Romantic in feel, but 
funky too. In terms of fundraising, we’ll  
be having a silent auction at the Art Gala 
reception and a live auction during the 
dinner – and this includes work donated  
by the Chapman brothers and Antony 
Gormley. The previous two Art Galas have 
raised a total of £3.7 million, which all  
went straight to the charity for rebuilding 
childhood support. All the costs are raised 
separately through partnerships and 
sponsorship, so guests’ money goes 
straight to the charity.

And what has your involvement been  
as Creative Director of the event?
Well, one very good thing about this 
collaboration is that we’ve worked with  
the events planners Urban Caprice before. 
They’re great at putting on a major party, 
and have a great creative team. With their 
expertise and my ideas we will get 
something very beautiful off the ground 
– something that will be pure theatre for  
one night.

What makes the partnership between 
the NSPCC and Masterpiece London  
so appropriate?
I think what our board has done in the past 
makes us really suitable for the Fair. The 
Gala will be a very special event, and it  
will raise a lot of money for a very, very 
important cause in this country. It builds 
on Masterpiece’s reputation for 
fundraising, too: the Fair has helped 
raise more than £4 million for charity. 
We’re really committed to the event and  
its outcome. 

What do you think creative people can 
bring to the charity sector? 
I think an individual in any industry, with  
a good network around them, can do 
something to benefit a charity of their 
choice – when you reach a certain level 
of success, it’s good to give something 
back. Personally, I’ve been on a board 
at the NSPCC now for six years, and it’s 
been a hugely satisfying journey – I feel 
I’ve been able to bring something that’s 
made a tangible difference to the charity. 
Fundraising takes up a lot of time, but 
if you love doing something enough, you 
make the time.

Do you do other philanthropic work?
I’m the Chair of the V&A Design Fund, 
which is the youngest fund at the museum. 
We’ve raised substantial amounts of 
money for design acquisitions. The V&A is 
a public museum, and a huge benefit and 
inspiration for a lot of people – and with 
their big plans to open a new venue in East 
London, even more fundraising is going to 
be needed. I’m a huge fan of the place, 
because for me personally it was very 
inspiring when I was young. It was my 
education really, because I had no formal 
education in design and art. I love my 
fundraising for it.

More broadly, what are you looking 
forward to seeing at this year’s Fair?
I’ve been helping to judge the Masterpiece 
Awards for the last couple of years.  
I get very excited about the judging  
– I love seeing the Fair before everybody 
else gets to, and one of the first things  
I consider is what booths look like.  
And I love learning about new works,  
like manuscripts or antique jewellery,  
that I wasn’t previously familiar with.  
You discover new things all the time  
at Masterpiece, and the Fair keeps  
getting better and more exciting  
every year.

The NSPCC Art Gala takes place at 
Masterpiece London on Tuesday  
30 June. For more information  
go to www.nspcc.org.uk/artgala.
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